Introduction
Sacred groves (SGs) are small groves that vary in size from a few hectares to a few kilometers and protected by local communities as being the sacred residences of local deities and sites for religiocultural rituals. They serve as valuable storehouses of biodiversity.
They are part of Biological heritages and systems that has helped to preserve the representative genetic resources existing in the surrounding regions for generations. Sacred groves are the important places in which biodiversity is preserved in mostly undisturbed condition because of certain taboos and religious beliefs. They are ancient natural sanctuaries that have supported the growth of several interesting and rare species of flora and fauna (Bartle, 1997) . The sacred groves harbor genotypes of future importance that may be very vital for breeding programs. The institution of sacred groves dates back to the pre-agrarian hunting-gathering phase of human civilization, and is known to thrive in most parts of India (Kosambi, 1962) .
Plants have tremendous potential to become renewable sources of high quality raw materials for industry as well as providing a wealth of genetic diversity which can be lead to the discovery of new things (Bartle, 1997) .The state of Andhra Pradesh has 800 Sacred groves eneumerated so far (Bhandary and Chandrasekhar, 2003) locally known as Pavithravanalu. According to "WWF-AP", 1996 76 groves were identified Kadapa district.. The strands in the Sacred groves were more diverse, had high basal area and showed fewer signs of disturbances than the Natural forest land. This supports the view that local communities afford better protection and management to Sacred groves (Ravi Prasad Rao, 1998) .
Biodiversity of Sacred groves is preserved in mostly undisturbed condition probably due to certain taboos and religious beliefs (Lakshmi Narayana and Venkaiah, 1998) .Ethno botanical wealth of sriharikota Island of Nellore studied and reported 18 plant species of high medicinal importance (Savithramma and Basha, 2002) . This scenario motivates use to explore the medicinal Flora of Penchalakona Sacred grove which is studied by Basha et al. (2012) the second largest of the district after Narasimha Konda Sacred grove. Yanadis, yerukalas tribes living in this sacred grove. It is precariously protected by the tribal population of the grove. Recently Sacred Grove of Punyagiri Hills, Vijayanaram District studied by Srinivasa Rao and Narasimha Rao 2014 emphasised the medicinal phytodiversity of Sacrde groves.
Topography
Nithyapoojakona (Fig 1) Table I .
Identification of plants
The plant species were collected from the forest with the help of practitioners and Table: 1 shows the plant species present in the sacred groove region. Table: 2 shows the 6 Threaded species, Table: 3 Shows the 15 endangered species, Table: 4 shows the 18   Vulnerable species and Table: 5 species. The genera with 2 species are Albizzia, Aristolochia, Boswelia, Cissus, Dalbergia, Datura, Phyllanthus , Pterocarpus, Shorea, Strychnos, Syzygium Vanda and Ziziphus. Rubiaceae is the dominant family with 12 species. It is the dominant family even in Uppa Sacred grove of Eastern Ghats, Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh (Prakash Rao, 2010) .
Results and discussion
Caesalpiniaceae is in second place with 9 species. Fabaceae is in the third place with 8 species. Euphorbiacee, Solanaceae families are fourth in place with 6 species each.
Asclepediaceae, Asteraceae, Combretaceae, Meliaceae, Orchidaceae families are fifth in place with 5 species each. Families with 4 species are Boraginaceae, Mimosaceae, Verbanaceae, Cucurbitaceae. Rhamnaceae, Apocynaceae, Menispermaceae, Verbanaceae and Vitaceae, Sapindaceae,Moraceae,Asteraceae,Rutaceae are families with 3 species.2 species from Acanthaceae, Amaranthaceae, Aristalochiaeae, Dipterocarpaceae, Lamiaceae, 
Conclusion
Phytodiversity constitute a large segment of the flora which provides raw materials for use by numerous Pharmaceutical industries. The present study will be useful for researchers in the field of Ethanobotany, Ethanomedicine, Taxonomy, and Pharmacology for further studies. The tribals and local people who reside near and around the sacred groove still depend on the medicinal flora to cure various ailments. Numerous anthropogenic activities like developmental projects, eco-tourism, modernization, urbanization, overexploitation, over grazing are the major threats for the sacred grove. This recognizes the need to conserve its biological resources. Sacred groves depict cultural, traditional, sociological, biological, economical values and are the chief method of in-situ conservation of biodiversity. Word famous Red sanders population of the study area is being destroyed unethically and it is to be protected.
